Re — Entr Charting the Safe and Successful Return of

POLICY COUNCIL Prisoners to the Community

Housing and Re-Entry Statistics

e More than 10 percent of those coming in and out of prisons and jail are homeless
in the months before their incarceration.* For those with mental illness, the rates
are even higher—about 20 percent.?

e A California study, for example, reported that while 10 percent of the state’s
parolees were homeless, an estimated 30 to 50 percent of parolees in metropolitan
areas such as San Francisco and Los Angeles were homeless.?

e 49 percent of homeless adults have reportedly spent five or more days in a city or
county jail over their lifetimes, and 18 percent have been incarcerated in a state or
federal prison.*

e Recent studies in New York City reveal that more than 30 percent of single adults
entering shelters under the Department of Homeless Services are persons recently
released from city and state correctional institutions. Many of these individuals
are those that continually cycle between incarceration and shelters.”

e Shelter use, both before incarceration and after release, is associated with an
increased risk of return to prison: in a study of 50,000 individuals who were
released from New York State prisons and returned to New York City between
1995 and 1998, risk of re-incarceration increased 23 percent with pre-release
shelter stay, and 17 percent with post-release shelter stay.

e A qualitative study by the Vera Institute of Justice found that parolees who
entered homeless shelters in New York City after leaving state prisons were seven
times more likely to abscond during the first month after release than those who
had some form of housing.®
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